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Summary 
 

Area Greater Manchester 

Fund Focus Small charities, CICs and groups that engage communities with local, 
nature-based climate action. 
 
Organisations with a turnover of under £250,000 are invited to apply.  

Grant Size £100,000 is available in grants of between £500 - £5,000. 

Funding Type All categories considered (running costs, new projects, capital, or 
continuation). 

Application 
Deadline 

3rd November 2026 

Contact All queries to be directed to applications@oglesbycharitabletrust.org.uk  
 

 
 
Key dates  
 
Application window opens: 8th September 2026 
 
Application window closes: 3rd November 2026 
 
Shortlist selected by: 26th November 2026 
 
Calls with shortlisted applicants: 1st December 2026 - 10th December 2026 
 
Communication with successful applicants: 16th December 2026 
[Please note we plan to contact successful applicants only, by this date] 
 
First payments made: January 2027 
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Fund Context 
 
The climate crisis is an issue shaped by wider systemic inequalities, such as income, gender 
and race, and the effects (extreme weather, rising sea levels, disruption to food systems) are 
disproportionately damaging to the same groups.  
 
We recognise the intersection between social inequality, health, and the arts, with the 
environment, and are committed to working across multiple issues to achieve our purpose. 
With the people of Greater Manchester at its heart, this grant programme is an opportunity to 
work across sectors, delivering impact beyond that of conventional environmental funding. 
 
This is our second open-access ‘Spotlight’ fund. We hope that this approach will help us 
hear more broadly about impactful local environmental work, giving smaller groups support 
to scale, or to continue doing great work.  

 
The work we want to support 
 
We will fund work with local people to take nature-based action on climate change. 
 
We are looking for work that features one or more of the following themes: 
 
REPRESENTATION 
Empowering people who may be excluded from climate action due to factors such as their 
age, disability, gender, race or income.  
 
COHESION 
Bringing together different groups of local people under the shared purpose of climate 
action, building connections and tackling inequalities.  
 
PARTICIPATION 
Enabling people to be part of the climate solution, and to feel ownership over shared work.  
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Fund Guidance / Eligibility 

 

Organisation types 

We are particularly interested in hearing from smaller groups, who can demonstrate a track 
record in community and/or climate work, and a plan to deliver impact. 

You can apply if your organisation is a: 

●​ Registered charity 
●​ Community group or club (with a bank account that requires two signatories) 
●​ Charitable incorporated organisation (CIO) 
●​ Not-for-profit company 
●​ Community interest company (CIC) limited by guarantee 

We are looking to support initiatives that work directly with communities, and where possible, 
involve the people you work with in decision-making.  

We can only fund work that is wholly charitable in nature. We cannot fund schools, animal 
charities, or organisations with the promotion of religion as their primary purpose. This fund 
is also not open to current or past Oglesby Charitable Trust grant-holders. 

Funding type 

We can provide unrestricted funding, and have no preference between funding core costs, 
specific projects or the continuation of existing projects. We can provide capital funding, but 
do not expect to contribute towards large capital projects. 
 
Location 

Activity must take place in one or more of the Greater Manchester boroughs.  Applicant 
organisations or groups must also be based in this region. 

How much you can apply for  

Grants of up to (and including) £5,000 are available to organisations with a turnover of under 
£250,000 a year. Each organisation may submit only one application for this funding round.  

Impact 

We are most interested in what you have to say, rather than how you say it. Tell us what you 
do/are going to do, why you are doing it, and what change you want to bring about. We are 
as interested in this change as we are in the number of beneficiaries reached.  

Projects 

We will consider new project ideas and pilots as well as applications that would extend the 
life, or scale, of work that has already proven effective. We expect that projects will be able 
to start quickly. We do not need to be the sole funder of the work.  
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Accessibility 
We encourage applicants to email us (applications@oglesbycharitabletrust.org.uk) if you 
require adjustments to the application process. We are happy to work on an individual basis.  
 
What we can’t fund  
 

●​ Current or past OCT grantholders 

●​ Private companies limited by shares 

●​ Work exclusively on campaigning or research, rather than direct work with the target 
group 

●​ Animal charities, or projects that involve animals as a beneficiary  

●​ Schools 

●​ Organisations that are active outside the UK 

●​ Church and all building fabric appeals 

●​ Charities for which the promotion of religion is their primary purpose 

●​ Conferences 

●​ Awards 

●​ Expeditions 

●​ General sports 

●​ Holidays 

●​ Individuals 

●​ Sponsorship and marketing appeals 
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Application Process 
 
Our decision-making process 
 
The fund will open for applications on 8th September 2026 and close on 3rd November 2026. 
The initial stage will be an online application form, accessed through our website. The form 
will go live on the 8th September as the fund opens. 
 
We want the application process to be as simple as possible and so if queries arise from 
applications we want to shortlist, we may arrange to call you after 3rd November to clarify 
details or to learn more about your project.  
 
Funding decisions will be made based on how closely proposals fit within the fund’s purpose, 
with a preference for initiatives that align with our key themes. We anticipate receiving a high 
number of applications, and may consider the spread of total project locations and the focus 
of activities in shortlisting. 
 
We will contact successful applicants by 16th December 2026. 
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FAQs 
 

●​ Who can apply for this Spotlight fund? 
 
This fund is open to small charities and community groups (with a bank account that requires 
two signatories) based in Greater Manchester, that operate in one or more of the ten 
boroughs. To apply, your organisation must have an annual turnover of under £250,000, a 
demonstrable track record in community and/or climate work, and a plan to deliver impact.  
 

●​ We currently receive funding from the Oglesby Charitable Trust—can we still apply? 
 
No. This grant scheme is specifically designed to reach groups that have never received 
support from the OCT. 
 

●​ Do we need to be an environmental organisation to apply? 
 
Not at all. As long as your proposed work engages communities directly with local, nature 
based climate action in Greater Manchester. We welcome applications from community 
development groups, youth organisations, health and wellbeing projects, and local 
neighbourhood groups.  
 

●​ Are Community Interest Companies (CICs) or unconstituted groups eligible? 
 
Non-profit organisations, including CICs limited by guarantee are welcome to apply. We can 
fund unconstituted groups but only those with a corporate bank account that requires two 
signatories. We cannot fund private companies limited by shares; or schools, animal 
charities, or individuals. 
 

●​ How much funding can we apply for, and what can it cover? 
 
You can request a grant between £500 and £5,000. We offer flexible funding options, 
including unrestricted funding, core running costs, project delivery, continuation funding or 
capital purchases. We ask that applications do not cover building costs or contribute towards 
large-scale capital projects. 
 

●​ Are there any specific exclusions to what can be funded? 
 
Yes. Please see the What we can’t Fund section for details of what we can and can’t fund. 
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●​ What do you mean by ‘cohesion’ 
 
We recognise that some terms we use in this application pack may be contested, or 
industry-specific, and we have included a glossary of terms below to explain what we mean 
by terms such as ‘cohesion’, ‘nature-based action’ and ‘working intersectionally’. 
 

●​ Can our organisation submit more than one application? 
 
No. To ensure fair access across Greater Manchester, each organisation may submit only 
one application per funding round. 
 

●​ Can I use AI in my application? 
 
We recognise that the use of generative AI tools can be hugely beneficial, and we will not 
discriminate against applications that we believe may have been written using AI. However, 
we want to hear about your project in your own voice, as you would describe it. 
 

●​ Will every applicant receive feedback? 
 
Unfortunately, we will only contact applicants who have been shortlisted. If you haven't heard 
from us by 16th December 2026, your application was not successful on this occasion. 
 

●​ How should we contact you if we have further questions? 
 
Please do not email our general enquiry address. We have set up a dedicated inbox 
specifically for this fund at applications@oglesbycharitabletrust.org.uk  
 

●​ Do you provide accessible versions of the application resources and process? 
 
While we have not provided a range of accessible application options, we encourage 
applicants to email us (applications@oglesbycharitabletrust.org.uk) if you require 
adjustments to the application process. We are happy to work on an individual basis.  
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Glossary of terms 
 
Core Funding: funding that supports the internal operations of an organisation or group, 
including salaries, finance support or human resources.  
 
Capital Funding: funding for physical objects, equipment or building. Note that this fund will 
not contribute part funding to large capital projects or the construction of buildings.  
 
Cohesion: social cohesion is a contested term, without a formal definition. The necessary 
elements that make up cohesion may be understood using New Philanthropy Capital’s 
‘six-domain framework’  

1.​ Social capital & networks: relationships, local connection 
2.​ Inclusion & shared identity: belonging integration, common ground 
3.​ Participation & Civic engagement: community action, volunteering, decision making 
4.​ Trust & Safety: dialogue, safe spaces, community relations and confidence 
5.​ Economic Inclusion & Opportunity: fairness, skills, employment, social mobility 
6.​ Democratic Values: mutual respect, pluralism, resilience, democratic participation 

 
Continuation funding: funding used to extend the duration, scope, or scale of existing 
projects, initiatives, or services that have already proven effective and delivered positive 
impact.  
 
Intergenerational work: seeks to create an environment where people of different 
generations can build social networks through a shared purpose. This aims to reduce 
isolation, facilitate knowledge-sharing and build social networks based on understanding.   
 
Nature based action (on the climate crisis): activities that protect, manage and restore 
natural ecosystems to reverse, mitigate or protect against the effects of climate change, and 
provide benefits to people and the natural environment. This can include regenerative 
agriculture. 
 
Unrestricted Funding: funding that is not limited to a particular area, and can be allocated 
where it is most needed. We provide unrestricted funding, but it must go towards work that is 
charitable in nature.  
 
Working intersectionally: understanding that systems of inequality or instances of 
discrimination are experienced differently by different communities, based on overlapping 
elements of their identity, for example, their background, race, gender, class and life 
experiences. Working in a way that tackles inequalities as part of a wider system, and looks 
at the different but interconnected root causes of inequality.  
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